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Two former key aides to the
late Robert F. Kennedy say
thzt 2 tcid them in 1987 that
agenis of tie Central Intelii-
gence Agency had contracted
with the Mafia in an aborted
plot to assassinate Premier
Fide! Castro of Cuba before
the Bay of Pigs invasiom in
1961

Adzm Walinsky and Pa‘er B.
Edelman, who were ‘assistants:
to Mr. Kenredy when he was!
Attgraey General and a Sen-
ator, said In interviews last
week that Mr. Kennedy toid
them that he had played an
active rcle in stopping the as-
sassinaiicn attempt.

A biah ofiicial of the C.I A
irformed of the Walinsuy-
Edeiman account, said the
agency would have "uo c.:mi

”
mant,

A, Walineky, now 2 lzwyar
in private practice in New
York, s2id that Mr. Kennzdy
digclns=d that he had reccived
“assurances in writing” from
the C.1.A. that the attempie

assassination had been akect-
ed, Thoese assurances camne.
Mr. Kennedy discussadi

‘afier Lir

the iszue 'm h high efficiais ofi

the age-cy M WahnsI-:)
r2 then-Senator sayi
us that he had di
that the C.LA.
mads a contract with ths Malial
to hir Casire,” Mr. Walinsky)
said. .

The Wailnsky-Edelman ac
count was initially provided o
The New York Times in sep-!
arate off-tha-record discussions
in 1973 and restated Friday Ao"
direct attrizution.
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‘cided to retaliate by having
President Kennedy assassinated;
in 1963, Bocause of that possx-
bility, ths columnist sugagested,
‘Senator Kennedy may have
Ibeen blaming himself for the
death of his brother.

The Column, published at al
time of strained relations -be-
tween Senator Kennedy and

iPresident Johnson, * utraced".

the Sepator, Mr. Walinsky re-
called, and led to the discussion
of the alleged C.LA.-Mafia as-
sassination attempt.

T remiember him
‘blame myself?’ Mr. Edelman
recalled. *1 didn‘t start it [the
Castro assassination attempt];
1 stopped it.”

\r. Edelman. now a vice
president for policy at the uni-
versity of Massachusetts, fur-
Kenpedy as
saying. “I found out that some
people were goinz to try an
attempt on Castro's life and I
turnad it off.”

Mr. Edc.lman said that Mr.
Kenredy had “mentioned the
Mafia,” Mr. Edalman said that
the inference he had then drawn
from the conversation was that
“someone associated with tne
C.1.A. had dore this, but not
necessarily that it had been
officially ~anctioned by the
agency, whatever that mearns.”

Clue Found in Las Vezc

Mr. Walinsky aiso recatiad
3. Kenneay as explain !
1967 that he had lﬂarnﬂd of 2

alleged C.1L A-nafia dink w
workinz as an craanizad cri:
investizator for a Senate com-
mittee in the late fifties.

“He was out in Las Vegas,
Mo Walinsky recalled Me Ken-

"

redy aa s‘iymg. " a"u:l monster. .‘"‘d‘““‘a gangsters
told Rim, ‘vou can’t touch '"w., invoived in the hs
Pve 'Jr)t lrhmu 1oy’ he ssid ‘who from Lags, Burma ard hailand.
gave you mmm ity? and the H€ also wrote that ¢ ,
teobsiar gaid ‘CLAS " i mation was well kz=own to
“He went back anrd re manv officials of thz Ceniral |

checked and sure enough Intelligence Agency and that,
was "'ue," Me, Walin ga.,; they had c_iqne nothing o Stop;
“They had made a dea} with; SUCH activic
this :u--" i Hizh o..lcxals of

v Walinsky said that ‘gance agancy, in

ady did not osay in ;1.; Coiby and (.ord e
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gaid he could oniv spxu ,q_r:
hut thar he believed the S¢ 4[(} (% l )"ﬂ ‘4
tor, who waé assassina ——"‘L‘" .
while seeking the Dermcer Froel

Presidential  nomination,
1968, planned to take sc
correcti'e action toward
| C.LA. if elccted to'the Wi
; House, :
Briefing of Ford Reporte

A number of news organ
tions have reportﬂd that P.
ident Ford was briafed late |
year on C.LA.-connocted
-sassinations - or assissina!
‘attempts. The White House
refused to comment.

Asked at a news confere
last Thursdav night what 3
liam E. Colby. director
Central Ime.ug"nce had
him anbnut the allegations
assassination or assassina
attempts .on foreizn lead
I Vir. Ford replied that he »
‘not in a position to give .
factual account.”

Mafia leaders have- b
linked to American intelige
»fforts since WorldWarl!l, w
Charles Luciano allegediy :
ad the planning for the Al
nvasion of Sicly.

A, number of Mafia Zsa‘d
nd extensive gambling

syndicate holdings in Cuzac
'17 to the late nineteen-thirtiss

when Meyer Lan:&y opened hi '~:' azmne repnner who is highly
The
Mafia aiso reportedly enjoved

first casino in Havara.

-

2 close relatl on;hp W
zencio Batista, the Cunczn dic-
tator whom Mr, Castrodeposed.

AT

After the Casiro revoiution
in 1933, the gambling casinos
and other activities: \\=m shus

dawn by the Cubsn G
ment and the Mafia alicy
~worked closelv wrh ClLa.
eratives in providing

gence, planning and ciher Peip

for the Bay of P::s irivasion,
accerding 1o a number of I Fed-
erul m\esngators
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My, Smith, now a‘lime mag«
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respected for his reporting on
::amved crime, wrote that
ir. Giancana had ‘become con--
cerncd. because a prominent)

ivht club singer was becoming;
too atientive tn Miiss McCuire:
and the C.I.A. appareuntly de-

cided to heip kim confirm his
susnicions. i
An man describing himself:
as an “investizaior” for a ori-
vate detective agency in Flor-
ida was arrestad I*'.r S'w"'ff’
solice while pr owling in Miss:
‘-’acGu re's nowel suire in Las’
Veras. After porsistent cues-
tioning, the detective agoncy:
tola tre poiice to got in touch:
with e C.LA, i
Explanation Lacking

Tia matier was appareatly,
dropped ywithout any termalf
charges being fited, but Mr!
Smitn wrote that neither the
«C.LA, nor tneo dotactive agoney; :
ever offored the poice an. ex-i o
siantion of whnat the pr owleri
Fad been doing in the hotel!
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